Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.083; wR factor = 0.189; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.8. 
There are two molecules in the asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 10 H 12 O 3 . In the crystal, molecules are linked by O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds into chains running along [010] . Adjacent chains are joined together by weak -interactions between benzene rings [centroid-centroid distance = 4.040 (2) Å ].
Related literature
For the structure of another p-hydroxybenzoate, see: Mandal & Kadirvelraj (1996) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The propyl 4-hydroxybenzoate is a kind of p-hydroxybenzoates, which are also known as Nipagin esters. Nipagin ester is a preservative of large consumption in the world. Due to the high antibacterial activity and low toxicity of Nipagin ester, it becomes an inevitable trend that Nipagin ester replaces the traditional preservative. Here, we report the crystal structure of propyl 4-hydroxybenzoate.
There are two molecules in the asymmetric unit (Fig. 1) . All bond lengths and bond angles lie in expected ranges.
As shown in Fig.2 Crystals appropriate for data collection were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution at room temperature.
Refinement
All the H atoms attached to carbon atoms were located from geometrical considerations with C-H= 0.93Å (aromatic), 0.97Å (methylene) and 0.96Å (methyl), and U eq (H)=1.2U eq (aromatic, methylene C) and 1.5U eq (methyl C). Hydrogen atoms H1 and H4 were found from difference maps and then placed at their ideal positions with O-H=0.82Å and
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of (I), showing the atom-labeling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
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